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spent toiling over whether that money should be spent. We are
not talking about a lot of money here. We are going to be
v ot i n g o n a d ef i c i t ap p r op r i at i on t ha t i s goi n g t o t ot a l i n t he
millions of dol lars, programs that are mandated to us, that we
have to fulfill. The money to ADC, S1.6 million, that is going
to go di rectly to the children in this state or the mothers in
this state to support the children. Over $2 million fo r chil d
welf a r e , we a r e n ot s h i r k i ng our r e sp on s i b i l i t i e s t o t he
children in this state. What LB 392 does, though, i s to keep
some state e mployees e mployed, p eriod. It is not going to
reduce welfare benefits to children zn this state, and it is not
going to keep the offices open to help your constituents. It zs
going to keep employees working. That is it. The bill is being
lobbied by NAPE, and I se e nothing wr ong with that. They
epresent the state em p loyees, that is their union, and I can

u nderstand why they are supporting the bill because t hey hav e
members that want to keep those jobs. B ut, understand, once you
move LB 392, once you adopt LB 392, you are going to spend days
on this floor rehashing the cuts that we made during the special
session. Maybe they won't be zn bill form, but they are goi ng
to be in amendment form. I am surprised at some of the state
a gencie s t h at we '.ave had come in with.. .they haven't actually
come in, but their proposals, they are talking about making up
f or the cuts that they had zn those special sessions that thi s
Legislature deczded u p on . Now, I don't mind having some good
fights over the budget where the cuts should b e made but, my
gosh, if we are going to have to relive the hours over some of
those budget cuts, I just don't think that will be too enjoyable
to this body, but that is what you ar e going to be deci ding
here .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR ABBOUD: You are going to be deciding that, whether you
want to redis< uss those issues. T h ank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha nk y ou , Sena t o r Ab bo u d . Se nat o r Hab er m a n ,
p lease , o n t h e b i 1 1 .

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr . President, members of the body, I hadn' t
spoke to the bill so I am going to take a few minutes to address
t he b i l l . Someb o d y m e n t i on e d t ha t t h i s mi ght b e a b i l l t o
protect someone el se's t u rf, and I a m ready to admit that I
might have a turf protection interest in my soul, just the sa me
thing as some other senators in this body who are not having any
offices closed, they are keeping everything open, everything is
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